McDill Inland Lake Protection and Rehabilitation District 

Meeting Minutes Ben Franklin Junior High

Tuesday May 13 2014
Board of Directors Present: Jack Negaard, Tom Patterson, David Quick, Krista Olson, David Enerson, Excused:  Dan Dobratz 
Jack Negaard called the meeting to order at 6:03 pm.  The meeting minutes from the meeting on September 10, 2013 were read and approved.  
Dam Transfer:   The transfer of the dam title is complete.  The City of Stevens Point is now handling all dam maintenance and monitoring    

Treasurer’s Report and Budget Review:  David Quick gave the year to date budget report, with net income to date being at $80,946.    Expenses for the year are $24,519 with major items to date including the chemical treatment from last fall, fish restocking, and insurances.   There is still a $40,949 outstanding on the dam repair loan.  The cash balance is $116,303.   
Student Introduction:    Emily Rice was hired at the end of last summer to start training for the upcoming summer as the AIS scounting/hand pulling position, along with training on the harvesters.  She is finishing her freshman year at UWSP majoring in water studies.  
Shoreline Buffer Mapping Results – Randy Slagg from the Portage County Land Conservation Department presented the shoreline buffer mapping results that were completed on McDill during summer of 2013.  The mapping categories were changed since the last mapping in 2013, breaking out two categories of tree cover and shrub/understory cover.  Various Portage county lakes have been mapped over the years along with McDill, and several lakes are seeing improvements in the amount of shoreline buffer cover, which is also helping the water quality.  McDill saw an increase of shoreline buffer in the lowest categories in the last 3 years.  On the downside McDill also saw a decrease in buffers greater than 50 ft, which may be attributed to new development.   Shoreline restoration grants are also available from the Portage County Land Conservation department to help homeowners cover up to 75% of restoration costs.  There are also free trees and shrubs available for shoreline restoration.  A couple homeowners questioned the new mapping categorization of their properties.  The properties will be sent to Nancy Turyk for review.  Anyone interested in the grant can e-mail Randy at slaggr@co.portage.wi.us
Aquatic Plant Harvesting:    The aquatic plant harvesting permit is up for renewal, and changes are being required by the DNR for future harvesting.  There were several complaints made to the local DNR warden last year, which is causing the changes.  A map will be required to be on GPS units on the harvesters so harvester operators will have a visual at all times of where the harvesting boundaries are.  Harvesters are to cut in travel areas of 5’ depth or greater, and 30’ navigation paths will be cut to docks or riparian owners.  Different cutting patterns will be done in bays such as cutting a circular driveway pattern and leaving the middle uncut.  Homeowners are reminded that if there are questions or concerns regarding cutting operations they are to contact the Lake District first. 
Invasives Update:  Eurasian Water Milfoil was treated in the northern half of McDill last fall.  The EWM may be a hybrid that is mixing with native Northern Milfoil, which is resistant to standard Navigate treatments.  Plant samples of EWM have been given to the DNR who will be testing the samples to see if it is the hybrid version.  If it is found to be the hybrid, other chemical treatments will need to be completed.  Chemical treatments may wait until June due to the late spring and recent findings that chemical treatments are more effective against full grown plants.    
Fishery Update:     All restocking on McDill is complete.  The minnow trap that David Muraski is using to trap carp hatches for removal was also shared.  Traps may be set in the water with a piece of bread to lure carp hatches, and should be checked daily.  
Weevil Project:  Amy Thortenson of Golden Sands RC&D is looking for a new source of milfoil weevils, and would like to try using McDill as a source.  The Lake District will work with Amy to set up kiddie pools by the harvester area to put harvested plant material on cement blocks to attempt to catch the milfoil weevils in the pools.  
Water Monitoring:  Secchi and water sample monitoring has been completed for several years, and the results were shown.  For 2013 the water clarity was less than other years, partly due to the refill.  A good sign is the phosphorus level has dropped slightly vs the last results in 2010.  As phosphorus levels drop, plant growth also decreases.  Homeowners can help by removing any washed up plant material and fallen leaves in the water by their shoreline, and keeping a shoreline buffer.  
Grants:  There are several grants available from the DNR for navigation, harvester replacement, and aquatic invasives removal.  Unfortunately due to McDill having several complaints on plant harvesting, McDill may not qualify. The DNR had informed McDill previously that complaints on harvesting would result in making McDill ineligible for grants.  The Lake District will request that the DNR verify if the complaints are valid.  The Lake District may want to partner with other groups and lakes in Portage county to have a better chance at a grant since other lakes in Wisconsin are partnering together to be stronger weighted for grants.  A resolution is needed for the grant which was motioned and seconded:  
Whereas McDill Pond is a 261 acre impoundment of the Plover River located in Stevens Point Wisconsin. 

Whereas McDill Pond has an increased strong presence of Eurasian Water Milfoil since refill in May 2013

Whereas McDill Inland Lake Protection and Rehabilitation District continues to address the Eurasian Water Milfoil in McDill Pond to comply with its Lake Plans

Whereas McDill Inland Lake Protection and Rehabilitation District has adopted an Aquatic Plant Management plan to address controlling invasive plants in McDill

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT the McDill Inland Lake Protection and Rehabilitation District requests grant funding and assistance available from the Wisconsin Department of Natural in partnership with other Portage County Lakes and RC&Ds

Resources under the “Aquatic Invasive Species Control Grant Program” and hereby authorizes the

Lake District Secretary or Board Members to act on behalf of McDill Inland Lake Protection and Rehabilitation District to:

submit an application to the State of Wisconsin for financial aid for aquatic invasive species control purposes;

sign documents; take necessary action to undertake, direct, and complete an approved aquatic invasive species control grant; and

submit reimbursement claims along with necessary supporting documentation within six months of project completion date.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT the McDill Inland Lake Protection and Rehabilitation District will meet the obligations of the aquatic invasive species control project including timely publication of the results and meet the financial obligations of an aquatic invasive species grant, including the prompt payment of our 25% commitment to aquatic invasive species control project costs.

Adopted this day 13 of May 2014

By a vote of: 35____ in favor _____0 against ____0_ abstain

BY: Krista Olson Secretary/Clerk of

McDill Inland Lake Protection and Rehabilitation District 

Feltz Land Donation:  The Feltz family trust has donated land to the City of Stevens Point along the north side of McDill, including the island with the broken down shack.  Several homeowners expressed interest in removing the shack, a work party will be formed as the city has approved the removal project.  
Other Misc:     There is a downed tree in the North Channel, which is blocking navigation.  The homeowner is having a difficult time finding someone to remove the tree.  The Lake District will check with the homeowner again as several homeowners have recommendations for different tree services.    

There was a question on fishing restrictions; there are none at this time as it is either an all or nothing open/closed type option to choose form.  
There was a concern about picking a chemical treatment date; unfortunately the date can’t be controlled as it is a matter of when there are a couple days of good weather with little winds, applicator available, permit approved, etc, so the weekends may not be avoidable.   
The curb cut on Heffron St is now creating erosion and undermining the road.  Alderman Mike Phillips has volunteered to work with the city to bring it to their attention.      
Next Meeting:    A meeting date will be announced for the first week or two of September.    
Meeting Adjourned 7:30 pm.  Minutes respectfully submitted by Krista Olson, Secretary.  
